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hie general cireulation is importmt in

delermining the climate ala particular

point on the carth, There is a differ-
ence bemween climale and weather.
Climale is the weather we would
normally expect at any location. It
is the average woather condilion
for a particular place at a
particulur time. In Death
Walley, California, for
example, the climate is
wvery hotand dry during
the surnmer. [n Fairhanks,
Alaska, the winters arc
wery cold and the sum-
mers pleasanily warm,
Ty knesing the climate,
we can plan aur lives better,
If we know what lu expust,
wican be sale and cam-
lintahle even in a harsh
climate.

Recause of the pencral civeulation, cach
place on carth cxperiences o dilferent climate,
Where the air generally rises, lots of precipica-
tion is present. Sinking air, on the other hand,
brings dry air downward from high in the
atmosphere, As a resull, it is very wet near the
equater where [he air risvs. These are our
tropival rain forests. Many af the zarth’s
duserts are at 307 latinade, This is why the
great Sahara Desert is almost rainless, The mid
laritudes are much wetter than at 30° latilude
and the pules are cold and mostly dry.






