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I.
Introduction.



A.
For better (and worse) Noah’s Ark has become an almost too popular Bible story.




1.
For many people it is simply a fairy tale, a myth, or a legend.




2.
Even fine Christians can have unbiblical and/or unscientific misconceptions about the Ark.




3.
As a result, skeptics have had a field day in ridiculing the Ark.



B.
The Ark was real, though, because the Flood was real (and worldwide), and the rest of the Bible is real!



C.
Noah’s Ark is thus worthy of our Scriptural and scientific study.



D.
TEXT:  Genesis 6:14-22

II.
The “Exterior” of the Ark.


A.
Term:  “Ark” comes from a Hebrew word that means “box” or “chest” (similar to Ark of the Covenant).



B.
Category:  Covered Barge; not a cruise ship with any frills.  (An example of God’s simple salvation.)



C.
Propulsion:  None; no steering either—because the Ark was not needed to go anywhere!



D.
Size:  Big, but not too big to break up at sea:  300x50x30 cubits, or approximately 450x75x45 feet.



E.
Shape:  Box-like, for strength, stability, and simplicity.  Streamlining not necessary or desired.



F.
Dimensions:  A very stable and seaworthy ratio of 6:1 (length to width)



G.
Features:  Few needed; an 18 inch “window” along the top (for ventilation and light), and a side door.



H.
Composition:  “Gopher Wood.”  Species unknown (oak or teak?), but perhaps it was treated wood?



 I.
Appearance:  Covered with “pitch” (tar?) it probably wasn’t pretty—but it saved lives!



J.
Cargo:  In addition to eight humans, two—sometimes seven--of each of 18,000 kinds of animals.

       K.   Number of vessels produced:  Just ONE, with ONE door; therefore, ONE means of salvation.


III.
The “Interior” of the Ark.



A.
Height:  Three decks; about 4½ stories.  Tall, but not too tall to become unstable.



B.
Capacity:  Approximately 522 forty-foot railroad stock cars; a reminder of God’s adequacy.



C.
Cargo size: Probably infants/adolescents of the larger animals (dinosaurs?).



D.
Weight:  4-6000 tons empty?  7-11,000 tons full?



E.
Sufficiency:  Three times larger than necessary to accommodate everyone, everything, and supplies.



F.
Care of cargo:  Feasible, and facilitated perhaps by the hibernation of various creatures.



G.
Purpose:  History’s largest lifeboat; a reminder of God’s preservation.



H.
Length of Service:  371 days.  Long enough to demonstrate God’s faithfulness.


IV.
Conclusion.



A.
In addition to the famous Gilgamesh Epic, 271 Flood accounts have been discovered worldwide.




1.
Most major cultures have a Flood tradition remarkably similar to the Bible’s.




2.
One of Dr. Hoyle’s favorites is the Chinese edition; Noah is called “Fu-he.”



B.
The Search for Noah’s Ark has a fascinating, but challenging history.




1.
The Bible & history report that the Ark landed in the Ararat Range (probably on Mount Ararat).




2.
The site is a very difficult location, on a very difficult, tall, icy, unstable, semi-active volcano.




3.
Based upon explorers John Morris and James Irwin, we would conclude that half of what you  

                   hear about the Ark is true—and the other half is either erroneous or even fraudulent.



C.
The conclusion of many scholars:  God is saving the absolute discovery of Noah’s Ark until the end




times as a dramatic reminder of coming judgment!  TEXT:  Matt. 24:37-39.



D.
Lessons learned:  the Bible is always accurate, and believers should always be accurate, have faith,




persevere, and be prepared.  TEXT:  Hebrews 11.



E.
Closing Thought:  Just as the Flood exemplifies God’s judgment, the Ark exemplifies God’s mercy! 
