Acts 20

Pastor Emeritus Joe Fuiten, April 18, 2018
Various travels and companions of Paul are noted in this first passage.  1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 

For our Wednesday night purposes it is interesting to see the places mentioned in this brief passage.  The activity of Paul is amazing even by modern standards.  He is a man on the move covering a lot of territory around the Aegean Sea.  I also find it interesting that even after the Acts 15 Council, the biblical feasts are still a reference point for time.  Neither Passover nor Easter are noted but the Feast of Unleavened Bread is.  

Sunday services and communion were already established by this early date. 7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed," he said. "He's alive!" 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 


The terminology for “break bread” is already established by this time.  This is not just eating a meal but in particular it references the Lord’s Supper or communion.  The other notable statement is that they came together for a communion service on the first day of the week.


This particular service began before midnight (clearly after the Sabbath) and lasted until dawn the following morning. The length of the service, not that it took place "on the first day of the week," seems to have been exceptional. Paul, arriving a week earlier, had been in Troas for at least one and possibly two Saturdays.  It is not impossible that congregations with a significant contingent of gentile believers may have needed some time other than the seventh day of the week and some place other than the local synagogue for specifically Christian activities such as communion. This gathering "on the first day of the week," although unrelated to Sabbath-keeping, further hints that what became the most common time for assembly among all Christians after the turn of the century had roots within the Apostolic period. 

The service at Troas is reminiscent of Christian assemblies that Pliny the Younger, a Latin author serving as Roman consul under Emperor Trajan, described in a letter dated A.D. 112. He wrote that in Bithynia the people known as Christians: “were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day, before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food, but food of an ordinary and innocent kind.”
 


The obvious other thing is the raising of poor Eutychus.  Many have slept in church but he will always be the greatest of them all.  The tremendous healing power that God gave to Paul is here on display.  For a person to be raised from the dead must have been very impressive.  It clearly put Paul in the category of Elijah and the other great prophets of all time. 

The next section provides us more travel information as well as Paul intention to be in Jerusalem for Pentecost.  “13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 

            The trip from Troas to Assos is not far by land or sea.  It may be that Paul had a few people he wanted to see along the way.  Maybe the trip mentioned here is 150 miles.  I find it interesting that in this case he skips Ephesus because he wants to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost.  In 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 he said, “But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.”  Other than the Day of Pentecost, these are the only two references to the observance of Pentecost as a day in the calendar that we have in the New Testament.  Both involve Ephesus.  In one case he skips Ephesus and in the other case he wants to stay there because of ministry opportunities.
            The mention of Ephesian elders has had an impact on Church organization up to the present time.  The fact that there were multiple elders has given rise to an elder form of government in many evangelical churches.  “17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.”

To the Ephesian elders Paul summarizes his work among them.  Presumably he does so in order to prepare them for similar ministry in the future.  With humility and tears he has taught them in the past.  He has done so in public settings as in synagogues and lecture halls and also in home meetings.


The message to Jews and Greeks is the same. They must repent and have faith in Jesus.  This is much like the formulation he used in Acts 26:20.  “First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.”  In this later account there are three things.  In Acts 20 there are only two.  We should not think they are actually different.  In this case it is just a shorter version of the emphasis of the message.  The complete message is repentance, faith, and deeds.  Some, such as Charles Finney, called these three things the three pillars of the Gospel.

The next passage can be a little hard to interpret in the right way at least with great certainty.  “22 And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 25 "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 36 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship. (NIV)


In this passage Paul was getting what appeared to be almost opposite leadings from the Lord.  We will see how he sorted those conflicting ideas out with the hope that you will find some lessons for your own life in the account of Scriptures.


God still speaks to people today and sometimes does so in detail.  He will speak to you and will answer your questions.  This is not just history here.  This is material for today and for your future.  The Word of God is like that.  It is useful and profitable at all times but especially when it connects us to the Lord himself, the God who inspired the Bible and who guided its words to this very day.


In the Apostle Paul’s speaking to the Ephesian Elders here is how he described the conflicting signals. 22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

Paul’s words are difficult in this passage.  He acknowledged that God had warned him about what he faced in Jerusalem.  Was God warning him so that he would not go or warning him so he would be strong in the face of the hardships and prison.  Since he didn’t turn aside, Paul apparently had concluded that God was trying to strengthen him for what was ahead.  He should lay aside concerns for his own safety and “finish the race and complete the task.”  That task was the gospel of God’s grace.  

Paul must have believed that the hardships would result in his death since he told the leaders that he would not see them again.  In fact, he did not see them again.  The venerable old leader lived several more years but none of them took him to Ephesus.  Even so, he had so faithfully presented the gospel to them that he was now innocent of any failure to declare the gospel.  I wonder how many of us can say the same.

If figuring out the will of God there are two important things to remember.  First, God is able to make good things happen even when we make the wrong decision with right motives.  God redeems us in many ways. I always find comfort in the verse in Psalms 37:23-24 “If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.”  

Secondly, God wants us to look for opportunities when exploring the bottom of life’s holes.  There are divine opportunities in every circumstance even in what appears to be failure.  In the case we are studying in the bible, Paul did go through a lot of troubles including prison just as the various prophets foretold.  He also did an incredible amount of God’s work while in prison.  First, he was able to fulfill his greatest calling, to testify before the kings of the Gentiles including Caesar himself.  The first thing we learn about Paul the Christian is in Acts 9:15-16 “But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."   As we will read in subsequent chapters, we will see how his suffering and his mission were very much connected.  Beyond that, Paul wrote several letters while in prison that we still read today.  He wrote the “Prison Epistles” of Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon during his Roman imprisonment.   Think about the content of those letters.  How does a man in prison write about real wealth and prosperity as Paul did in Ephesians?  For one thing, he had perspective on those topics from prison he never could have had without it.  Did you ever stop to think that God is teaching you about priorities in the financial arena through some of the struggles you are having.  

I will note that Philippians had to do with real joy.  A man in prison knows something about real joy rather than what passes for joy on the outside.  Paul was not looking to avoid pain; he was looking to achieve purpose.  Purpose is greater than pain.  Life has to be seen from God’s perspective not just man’s perspective.

Since Paul was convinced he should go to Jerusalem to continue testifying about God’s saving grace and miracle power, what is the meaning of the warnings from the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit was revealing that Paul would be imprisoned.  Was God preparing Paul ahead of time so he could steel himself?  Was God warning him so he could escape?

The natural conclusion of people was that this trip should be avoided.  If you and I had been there, we probably would have joined the chorus of voices raised to Paul encouraging him not to go.  We will get the rest of the story next week in chapter 21.
From verse 28 onward to gives pastoral counsel to pastors.  They are to be shepherds of the church.  The term is episkopos, superintendents or bishops in charge of the work of God.  He is concerned about false teachers, whom he calls wolves that would arise in the church.  They would appear to be shepherds, but their legacy would be destruction.  They would draw disciples away from the church to follow themselves.  One of the marks of a false teacher is usually that the ministry is about themselves. 

There is a wonderful expression in verse 32.  "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” The word of his grace is the logos of his charis.  It mixes the two great truths.  There is the word and there is grace.  It is not just committed to the word but also to the charis.  Word and Spirit are not at odds with each other.  They are together.


Virtually his last reminder is about money.  Paul had not been about getting their money.  He had even worked a secular job, or shared a job with others, so that the poor could be helped more.  Money is a good measure of the man.  In this case, Paul laid down a standard that will always measure the ministry.  Depending on the audience, Paul offers the two sides of this issue.  To the Ephesians who lived in a city that emphasized personal prosperity, he emphasized humility.  To the Corinthians, he gave a different message.  To them he said, “If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don't you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this boast.

Contrary Leadings and Conflicting Signals
Pastor Joe Fuiten, November 20, 2011


Have you ever felt like you were on the right track only to discover later on that you made a big mistake?  Last week when we spoke of self-inflicted wounds, a number of you indicated you have been there.  I appreciated hearing how faith returned to your heart as you were able to live within God’s mercy and grace.  I have been happy to see the altar impacting people’s lives as they seek God.


Today, we will follow Paul as he was getting what appeared to be almost opposite leadings from the Lord.  We will see how he sorted those conflicting ideas out with the hope that you will find some lessons for your own life in the account of Scriptures.

God still speaks to people today and sometimes does so in detail.  He will speak to you and will answer your questions.  This is not just history here.  This is material for today and for your future.  The Word of God is like that.  It is useful and profitable at all times but especially when it connects us to the Lord himself, the God who inspired the Bible and who guided its words to this very day.


In the Apostle Paul’s speaking to the Ephesian Elders here is how he described the conflicting signals. 22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

Paul’s words are difficult in this passage.  He acknowledged that God had warned him about what he faced in Jerusalem.  Was God warning him so that he would not go or warning him so he would be strong in the face of the hardships and prison.  Since he didn’t turn aside, Paul apparently had concluded that God was trying to strengthen him for what was ahead.  He should lay aside concerns for his own safety and “finish the race and complete the task.”  That task was the gospel of God’s grace.  

Paul must have believed that the hardships would result in his death since he told the leaders that he would not see them again.  In fact, he did not see them again.  The venerable old leader lived several more years but none of them took him to Ephesus.  Even so, he had so faithfully presented the gospel to them that he was now innocent of any failure to declare the gospel.  I wonder how many of us can say the same.

If figuring out the will of God there are three important things to remember.  First, God is able to make good things happen even when we make the wrong decision with right motives.  This was one of the key ideas from last Sunday’s message.  God redeems us in many ways. I always find comfort in the verse in Psalms 37:23-24 “If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.”  

Secondly, God wants us to look for opportunities when exploring the bottom of life’s holes.  There are divine opportunities in every circumstance even in what appears to be failure.  In the case we are studying in the bible, Paul did go through a lot of troubles including prison just as the various prophets foretold.  He also did an incredible amount of God’s work while in prison.  First, he was able to fulfill his greatest calling, to testify before the kings of the Gentiles including Caesar himself.  The first thing we learn about Paul the Christian is in Acts 9:15-16 “But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."   As we will read in subsequent chapters, we will see how his suffering and his mission were very much connected.  Beyond that, Paul wrote several letters while in prison that we still read today.  He wrote the “Prison Epistles” of Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon during his Roman imprisonment.   Think about the content of those letters.  How does a man in prison write about real wealth and prosperity as Paul did in Ephesians.  For one thing, he had perspective on those topics from prison he never could have had without it.  Did you ever stop to think that God is teaching you about priorities in the financial arena through some of the struggles you are having.  

I was invited to a meeting with the Governor last Friday where she said the government was in a very dire situation financially which could continue to get worse or, if it recovers, will do so very slowly.  I said to her that it was awesome because she could communicate to this state that we are going to have to take care of ourselves and each other because the government is not in a good position to do so.  I was gracious and did not mention that they were taking in $29 billion five biennium ago and $46 billion today and that their problem is not income but spending.  But still, the crisis is an opportunity to learn something new.  I encouraged her to talk like a preacher in her speech tomorrow.  We will see how that goes but I think she might just do that and I will guess she will also propose a tax increase.
Back to ancient troubles, I will note that Philippians had to do with real joy.  A man in prison knows something about real joy rather than what passes for joy on the outside.  Paul was not looking to avoid pain; he was looking to achieve purpose.  Purpose is greater than pain.  Life has to be seen from God’s perspective not just man’s perspective.

Since Paul was convinced he should go to Jerusalem to continue testifying about God’s saving grace and miracle power, what is the meaning of the warnings from the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit was revealing that Paul would be imprisoned.  Was God preparing Paul ahead of time so he could steel himself?  Was God warning him so he could escape?

The natural conclusion of people was that this trip should be avoided.  If you and I had been there, we probably would have joined the chorus of voices raised to Paul encouraging him not to go.  Let’s go to chapter 21 for more of the story.

1 After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. 7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. 

8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" 12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." 15 After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 


It is worth noting what Paul himself wrote about prophecy.  In 1 Corinthians 14:29 he said when a prophet speaks, “the others should weigh carefully what is said.” The word for “weigh carefully” is judge, or diakrino.  It means to separate thoroughly, literally to withdraw from, or (by implication) oppose; figuratively, to discriminate (by implication, decide), or (reflexively) hesitate:   It is sometimes translated contend, differ, discern, or doubt.  The bottom line is that we must decide that what the prophet said is true and also what its application might be.  Paul didn’t doubt what they said was true but he gave it a different meaning than the others.  The others thought it meant don’t go.  For Paul it was just more of God showing him what he would suffer as he had done from the beginning through Ananias.

God was speaking, even though people had differing interpretations.  The take away for you today is that God speaks.  I want to turn this message from the past to you today.  I want to encourage you in a direction with the Lord; to ask the Lord to speak to you.   He will do that if you ask him.  Ask, seek, knock. 

There are issues that need addressing.  God will speak to you about those issues if you ask him to.  There are directions that ought to be taken.  God will show that to you.  There are services to be rendered. They will be revealed to you.  There are relationships that need to be addressed.  He will guide you if you ask.  There are corrections to be made.  They will be made clear through the Holy Spirit.


If there are conflicting thoughts, make a judgment.  Weigh it then act.  Even if you stumble you will not be utterly cast down for he upholds you with his hand.  


In just a moment I am going to invite you to this altar.  We are going to move from the theoretical to the practical.  God will speak to you if you ask him to.  Maybe just hearing this message will wake you up to the fact that God has been speaking to you already and you have not recognized his voice.  Sometimes our self-doubt is so loud we drown out the voice of God.  Sometimes the voice of evil dominates our mind to such an extent we cannot hear.  Yet today, God will address all that.
Dead by your own fault!
Pastor Joe Fuiten, November 13, 2011
Studying Acts 20 will give us a window on how Christianity functioned in the first century and how it should function in the 21st.  At first read it appears to be a very simple accounting of activity but it was written for a reason; a reason that includes you today.  
There is a reason why some people are in trouble.  They failed.  Their fall is their fault; no one to blame but themselves so why should God bail them out?  We are going to answer that question and also deal with its counterpoint, the message for successful leaders.

Three topics appear in verse 7 and immediately beyond:  Sunday worship, communion, and the all-important question of sleeping in church.  7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. The term “break bread” was already established by this time.  This was not just eating a meal but in particular it references the Lord’s Supper or communion.
  The other notable statement is that they came together for a communion service on the first day of the week.  This was not the Sabbath.  This was Sunday with an emphasis upon Christ’s death.  Sunday worship was replacing Sabbath worship already by the mid-first century.

Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed," he said. "He's alive!" 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 


This particular service began quite a while before midnight and lasted until dawn the following morning. The length of the service, not that it took place "on the first day of the week," seems to have been exceptional. Paul, arriving a week earlier, had been in Troas for at least one and possibly two Saturdays. He wanted to take advantage of every moment so he was willing to preach and teach all night before starting out on a 150 mile hike to Assos.
We don’t have anything in the Bible which tells us what a church service should be.  We can only gather bits and pieces from descriptions like this and from history.  The service at Troas was similar to Christian assemblies that Pliny the Younger, a Latin author serving as Roman consul under Emperor Trajan, described in a letter dated A.D. 112. He wrote that in Bithynia the people known as Christians:

were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day, before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food, but food of an ordinary and innocent kind.
 


The obvious other thing is the raising of poor Eutychus.  Many have slept in church but he will always be the greatest of them all.  Sleeping in church does seem to be a universal.  I have read that if all the people, everywhere, who slept in church were laid end to end, they would be more comfortable.  I have a new business idea for the church. People want to get away from chemicals.  Instead of taking sleeping pills we could make sermon CD’s available as a sleep aid.  If we put in an organ song on each CD maybe we could market them as organic sleep aids.

The miracle of raising Eutychus is similar to miracles recorded about both Elijah and Elisha.  But let’s think about it from Eutychus’ viewpoint.  He is lying there dead through his own fault.  First, he should not have been sitting in the window.  I can’t believe his mother never told him not to do that.  He should have known better.  Second, why wasn’t he paying more attention to the preaching of the Apostle?  Didn’t he know who Paul was?  He should have been taking notes and sitting on the front row instead of in the back sitting in the window.  Furthermore, Jesus said to “Watch and pray lest ye fall……into temptation.”  He should have been watching.  Otherwise he would not have fallen.

Had he earned a miracle?  No. This is important because there are many here who have not earned a miracle.  You shouldn’t have done what you did, acted the way you acted, or entered into that relationship.  You should not have trusted that person or believed what they said.  You should have gone to school or taken that other job.  You knew better.  There are a lot of things you should have done differently.
I have asked the Holy Spirit to emphasize to you which situation you are in.

The tremendous healing power that God gave to Paul is here on display.  For a person to be raised from the dead must have been very impressive.  It clearly put Paul in the category of Elijah and the other great prophets of all time.

 
13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 


I find it interesting that in this case he skips Ephesus because he wants to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost.  In 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 he said, “But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.”  Other than the Day of Pentecost, these are the only two references to the observance of Pentecost as a day in the calendar that we have in the New Testament.  Both involve Ephesus.  In one case he skips Ephesus and in the other case he wants to stay there because of ministry opportunities.

17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

What a contrast in his approach to the Ephesian elders compared to Eutychus!  Here they are to act in their own behalf.  The message to Jews and Greeks is the same. They must repent and have faith in Jesus.  This is much like the formulation he used in Acts 26:20.  “First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.”  In this later account there are three things.  In Acts 20 there are only two.  We should not think they are actually different.  In this case it is just a shorter version of the emphasis of the message.  The complete message is repentance, faith, and deeds.  This was known as the three pillars of the Gospel by American Evangelist Charles Finney.

Eutychus was healed even though it was his fault.  Here the elders prove their repentance by their deeds.  One is healing while the other is salvation, but none the less they form a contrast.  May the Holy Spirit quicken one idea to your heart now! Which one applies to you?

Some people think God has abandoned them when the truth is, they have abandoned themselves.  They lie crumpled on the ground unable to get up.  Just as Paul raised Eutychus, so Jesus will raise you in spite of how you got down there.  The devil wants to keep you down there by believing your failure is final.
Jerusalem Uncertainty and Pastoral Instruction

22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 25 "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 36 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship. (NIV)


Paul’s words are difficult in this passage.  He acknowledges that God has warned him about what he faces in Jerusalem.  Is God warning him so that he will not go or warning him so he will be strong in the face of the hardships and prison.  Since he does not turn aside, Paul apparently has concluded that God is trying to strengthen him for what lies ahead.  He should lay aside concerns for his own safety and “finish the race and complete the task.”  That task is the gospel of God’s grace.  If the Gospel is of God’s grace it must be in contrast to some other kind of gospel.  


Paul must believe that the hardships will result in his death since he tells the leaders that he will not see them again.  In fact, he does not see them again.  The venerable old leader will live several more years but none of them will take him to Ephesus.  Even so, he has so faithfully presented the gospel to them that he is now innocent of any failure to declare the gospel.  I wonder how many of us can say the same.


From verse 28 onward he gives pastoral counsel to pastors.  They are to be shepherds of the church.  The term is episkopos, superintendents or bishops in charge of the work of God.  He is concerned about false teachers, whom he calls wolves, that would arise in the church.  They would appear to be shepherds, but their legacy would be destruction.  They would draw disciples away from the church to follow themselves.  The mark of the false teacher is usually that the ministry is about themselves. 


There is a wonderful expression in verse 32.  "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” The word of his grace is the logos of his charis.  It mixes the two great truths.  There is the word and there is grace.  It is not just committed to the word but also to the charis.  Word and Spirit are not at odds with each other.  They are together.


Virtually his last reminder is about money.  Paul had not been about getting their money.  He had even worked a secular job, or shared a job with others, so that the poor could be helped more.  Money is a good measure of the man.  In this case, Paul laid down a standard that will always measure the ministry.  Depending on the audience, Paul offers the two sides of this issue.  To the Ephesians who lived in a city that emphasized personal prosperity, he emphasized humility.  To the Corinthians, he gave a different message.  To them he said, 

If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don't you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this boast.

We live in a culture where personal ease is most prized.  I sometimes wonder if the reason so many are turning against the war in Iraq and elsewhere is because seeing the sacrifice of so many soldiers uncomfortably challenges our own lack of commitment to anything beyond ourselves.


Today’s text reveals a man of singular focus and vision.  One advantage in reading the Bible during this Lenten Season is that the Bible gives us a way to evaluate life.  We see what sort of a man Paul was.  We compare ourselves to him.  We see his determination in the face of difficulty.  It helps us to evaluate our own behavior and lifestyle.  We see his absolute commitment to Jesus above all else and we can only say Jesus help me to love you with all my strength and all my mind.


I have spent a fair bit of time following Paul around the world as part of my dream to visit all the major places of the Bible.  In this section, he begins at Philippi and sets sail on an Aegean cruise.  I am sure you all wish you could go on a cruise in the Mediterranean like Paul did.


Let me begin by showing you just one shot from a couple of these places.  The first is the old Roman Road from Assos down to the harbor.  Paul walked this road.  The last time I was here we made the full trip from Assos to Troas.  By sea he continued southward until he came to Miletus where he called for the bishops from Ephesus to meet him.
Acts 20:13-25

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders
 of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
 22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

There is no question in Paul’s mind why he is going to Jerusalem.  

1. He is compelled by the Spirit to do so.

2. He has to finish the race and complete the task.

3. Prison and hardship are not reasons to abandon the mission

How do you know when to “hold ‘em or when to fold ‘em?”  What are the points at which we should never, ever, give any ground?  What bed-rock beliefs or values do we hold that are not up for negotiation or compromise?  On the other hand, when there are conflicting circumstances, on what points should we yield out of pragmatism?

We are really talking about what distinguishes stubborn hardheadedness from perseverance and steadfastness.

Since Paul was convinced he should go to Jerusalem to continue testifying about God’s saving grace and miracle power, what is the meaning of the warnings from the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit was revealing that Paul would be imprisoned.  Was God preparing Paul ahead of time so he could steel himself?  Was God warning him so he could escape?

The natural conclusion of people was that this trip should be avoided.  If you and I had been there, we probably would have joined the chorus of voices raised to Paul encouraging him not to go.

Some might even wonder if Paul was testing God?  Probably not because there is nothing anywhere in the text to censure him for what he did.

Here are my thoughts on Paul and his determination to press forward in spite of assurances from the Holy Spirit that he would be imprisoned and suffer hardship.

1. God can make good things happen even if we make a wrong decision with the right motives.  Even if Paul were wrong about this, God is able to turn it around.  Over the course of a lifetime you will probably make a number of bad decisions.  But God is a redeemer and a forgiver.  I always find comfort in the verse in Psalms 37:23-24 “If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.”  

2. God wants us to know that doing his work does not depend on outward success.  Paul had great success through his imprisonment.  He wrote the “Prison” epistles of  Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon during his Roman imprisonment.  Some of your best work will come from your greatest struggles.  Ephesians had to do with real wealth and prosperity, among other things.  Philippians had to do with real joy.  Both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were not above struggle and suffering.  Their message was shown genuine by their lives.

3. Purpose is greater than pain.  Paul’s purpose was clear as was his pain.  Given the choice between the two purpose is always greater.  There are lots of times when raising a family will require purpose above pain.  For that matter building a church or ministry are similar today as then.  Bringing the lost to Jesus can be like that.  It seems that the more lost people become, the more determined they are not to be found by Jesus.  We just have a hard time admitting that we were wrong.

Joe, remember to pick up Grant after church.

Acts 20

Pastor Joe Fuiten, August 27, 2003

Various Travels and Companions of Paul
1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 


Two things are of note about this passage.  First, the activity of Paul is amazing even by modern standards.  He is a man on the move covering a lot of territory around the Aegean Sea.  Second, even after the Acts 15 Council, the biblical feasts are still a reference point for time.  Neither Passover nor Easter are noted but the Feast of Unleavened Bread is.  

Sunday night services and Communion

7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed," he said. "He's alive!" 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 


The terminology for “break bread” is already established by this time.  This is not just eating a meal but in particular it references the Lord’s Supper or communion.  The other notable statement is that they came together for a communion service on the first day of the week.


This particular service began before midnight (clearly after the Sabbath) and lasted until dawn the following morning. The length of the service, not that it took place "on the first day of the week," seems to have been exceptional. Paul, arriving a week earlier, had been in Troas for at least one and possibly two Saturdays. It is not impossible that congregations with a significant contingent of gentile believers may have needed some time other than the seventh day of the week and some place other than the local synagogue for specifically Christian activities such as communion. This gathering "on the first day of the week," although unrelated to Sabbath-keeping, further hints that what became the most common time for assembly among all Christians after the turn of the century had roots within the Apostolic period. 

The service at Troas is reminiscent of Christian assemblies that Pliny the Younger, a Latin author serving as Roman consul under Emperor Trajan, described in a letter dated A.D. 112. He wrote that in Bithynia the people known as Christians:

were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day, before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food, but food of an ordinary and innocent kind.
 


The obvious other thing is the raising of poor Eutychus.  Many have slept in church but he will always be the greatest of them all.  The tremendous healing power that God gave to Paul is here on display.  For a person to be raised from the dead must have been very impressive.  It clearly put Paul in the category of Elijah and the other great prophets of all time.

Additional travels and Pentecost in Jerusalem

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 


The trip from Troas to Assos is not far by land or sea.  It may be that Paul had a few people he wanted to see along the way.  Maybe the trip mentioned here is 150 miles.  I find it interesting that in this case he skips Ephesus because he wants to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost.  In 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 he said, “But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.”  Other than the Day of Pentecost, these are the only two references to the observance of Pentecost as a day in the calendar that we have in the New Testament.  Both involve Ephesus.  In one case he skips Ephesus and in the other case he wants to stay there because of ministry opportunities.

Ephesian Elders

17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

To the Ephesian elders Paul summarizes his work among them.  Presumably he does so in order to prepare them for similar ministry in the future.  With humility and tears he has taught them in the past.  He has done so in public settings as in synagogues and lecture halls and also in home meetings.


The message to Jews and Greeks is the same. They must repent and have faith in Jesus.  This is much like the formulation he used in Acts 26:20.  “First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.”  In this later account there are three things.  In Acts 20 there are only two.  We should not think they are actually different.  In this case it is just a shorter version of the emphasis of the message.  The complete message is repentance, faith, and deeds.

Jerusalem Uncertainty and Pastoral Instruction

22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 25 "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 36 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship. (NIV)


Paul’s words are difficult in this passage.  He acknowledges that God has warned him about what he faces in Jerusalem.  Is God warning him so that he will not go or warning him so he will be strong in the face of the hardships and prison.  Since he does not turn aside, Paul apparently has concluded that God is trying to strengthen him for what lies ahead.  He should lay aside concerns for his own safety and “finish the race and complete the task.”  That task is the gospel of God’s grace.  If the Gospel is of God’s grace it must be in contrast to some other kind of gospel.  


Paul must believe that the hardships will result in his death since he tells the leaders that he will not see them again.  In fact, he does not see them again.  The venerable old leader will live several more years but none of them will take him to Ephesus.  Even so, he has so faithfully presented the gospel to them that he is now innocent of any failure to declare the gospel.  I wonder how many of us can say the same.


From verse 28 onward to gives pastoral counsel to pastors.  They are to be shepherds of the church.  The term is episkopos, superintendents or bishops in charge of the work of God.  He is concerned about false teachers, whom he calls wolves, that would arise in the church.  They would appear to be shepherds, but their legacy would be destruction.  They would draw disciples away from the church to follow themselves.  The mark of the false teacher is usually that the ministry is about themselves. 


There is a wonderful expression in verse 32.  "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” The word of his grace is the logos of his charis.  It mixes the two great truths.  There is the word and there is grace.  It is not just committed to the word but also to the charis.  Word and Spirit are not at odds with each other.  They are together.


Virtually his last reminder is about money.  Paul had not been about getting their money.  He had even worked a secular job, or shared a job with others, so that the poor could be helped more.  Money is a good measure of the man.  In this case, Paul laid down a standard that will always measure the ministry.  Depending on the audience, Paul offers the two sides of this issue.  To the Ephesians who lived in a city that emphasized personal prosperity, he emphasized humility.  To the Corinthians, he gave a different message.  To them he said, 

If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don't you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this boast.

Text Messaging

Pastor Joe Fuiten, March 11, 2007

This is the Lenten Season where we are considering our bodies and learning to place them under the control of the Holy Spirit.  Last week we considered our bodies as living sacrifices.  In today’s passage, Luke’s account of  the last years of Paul’s life is presenting us with another challenge with regard to the body.  If we know there is physical trouble ahead, should we stop?

We live in a culture where personal ease is most prized.  I sometimes wonder if the reason so many are turning against the war in Iraq and elsewhere is because seeing the sacrifice of so many soldiers uncomfortably challenges our own lack of commitment to anything beyond ourselves.


Today’s text reveals a man of singular focus and vision.  One advantage in reading the Bible during this Lenten Season is that the Bible gives us a way to evaluate life.  We see what sort of a man Paul was.  We compare ourselves to him.  We see his determination in the face of difficulty.  It helps us to evaluate our own behavior and lifestyle.  We see his absolute commitment to Jesus above all else and we can only say Jesus help me to love you with all my strength and all my mind.


I have spent a fair bit of time following Paul around the world as part of my dream to visit all the major places of the Bible.  In this section, he begins at Philippi and sets sail on an Aegean cruise.  I am sure you all wish you could go on a cruise in the Mediterranean like Paul did.


Let me begin by showing you just one shot from a couple of these places.  The first is the old Roman Road from Assos down to the harbor.  Paul walked this road.  The last time I was here we made the full trip from Assos to Troas.  By sea he continued southward until he came to Miletus where he called for the bishops from Ephesus to meet him.
Acts 20:13-25

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders
 of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
 22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

There is no question in Paul’s mind why he is going to Jerusalem.  

4. He is compelled by the Spirit to do so.

5. He has to finish the race and complete the task.

6. Prison and hardship are not reasons to abandon the mission

How do you know when to “hold ‘em or when to fold ‘em?”  What are the points at which we should never, ever, give any ground?  What bed-rock beliefs or values do we hold that are not up for negotiation or compromise?  On the other hand, when there are conflicting circumstances, on what points should we yield out of pragmatism?

We are really talking about what distinguishes stubborn hardheadedness from perseverance and steadfastness.

Since Paul was convinced he should go to Jerusalem to continue testifying about God’s saving grace and miracle power, what is the meaning of the warnings from the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit was revealing that Paul would be imprisoned.  Was God preparing Paul ahead of time so he could steel himself?  Was God warning him so he could escape?

The natural conclusion of people was that this trip should be avoided.  If you and I had been there, we probably would have joined the chorus of voices raised to Paul encouraging him not to go.

Some might even wonder if Paul was testing God?  Probably not because there is nothing anywhere in the text to censure him for what he did.

Here are my thoughts on Paul and his determination to press forward in spite of assurances from the Holy Spirit that he would be imprisoned and suffer hardship.

4. God can make good things happen even if we make a wrong decision with the right motives.  Even if Paul were wrong about this, God is able to turn it around.  Over the course of a lifetime you will probably make a number of bad decisions.  But God is a redeemer and a forgiver.  I always find comfort in the verse in Psalms 37:23-24 “If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.”  

5. God wants us to know that doing his work does not depend on outward success.  Paul had great success through his imprisonment.  He wrote the “Prison” epistles of  Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon during his Roman imprisonment.  Some of your best work will come from your greatest struggles.  Ephesians had to do with real wealth and prosperity, among other things.  Philippians had to do with real joy.  Both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were not above struggle and suffering.  Their message was shown genuine by their lives.

6. Purpose is greater than pain.  Paul’s purpose was clear as was his pain.  Given the choice between the two purpose is always greater.  There are lots of times when raising a family will require purpose above pain.  For that matter building a church or ministry are similar today as then.  Bringing the lost to Jesus can be like that.  It seems that the more lost people become, the more determined they are not to be found by Jesus.  We just have a hard time admitting that we were wrong.

1 After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. 7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. 

Philip, prophecy, and more urging to avoid Jerusalem

8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" 12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." 15 After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 

� 27 From Pliny's Epistle (10:96). The passage also notes that Christians met not only before dawn but again in the evening, typical of later Christian assembly times.


� 1 Cor 9:11-15


� 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
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� Those called "elders" or 'presbyters' presbuteroi are in Acts 20:28 called "overseers" or 'bishops;', episkopous in the Greek.  Episkopous occurs five times in the New Testament (here, and Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 2:25) - is in every, other place rendered by our translator, as 'bishops:'   (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)


� Acts 26:20  “I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.” NIV
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� Those called "elders" or 'presbyters' presbuteroi are in Acts 20:28 called "overseers" or 'bishops;', episkopous in the Greek.  Episkopous occurs five times in the New Testament (here, and Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 2:25) - is in every, other place rendered by our translator, as 'bishops:'   (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
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