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Jerusalem is the city of the great king.  When the king is restored so is his capitol. In the first century the people of God were suffering under the fourth kingdom of man, Rome.  That kingdom must give way to the final kingdom that fills the earth.  Revelation has been telling of the victory of God’s final kingdom.  This victory is so complete that it is not only earthly but also heavenly.  God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.  Indeed, Jerusalem literally comes down out of heaven becoming the New Jerusalem linking heaven and a new earth
The New Jerusalem, Heaven, and Earth

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.


There is an apparent gap in the sequence of events between the last chapter and what John sees here if indeed any sequence is implied.  The 1000 year Millennium is past and the devil has been thrown into the lake of fire.  We have suggested Revelation is not meant to report a chronology but an outcome.  In keeping with that, John simply reports the first earth had passed away.  Peter was a little more precise about that process. 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.


What John reports is the beautiful sight of the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.  This expands the blessing beyond the Millennium and into eternity.

Features of the New Jerusalem

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 


The critical feature of the New Jerusalem is that God will dwell with men. He did that before in the wilderness with the Ark of the Covenant.  He did it with Jesus in a measure.  The long and full vision of Tabernacles is accomplished and fulfilled in the New Jerusalem.  God had taken up his residence on the earth.    As a symbol of this new order, there will be no more death or pain.  The long prayed for day of the Lord will be fully realized. Truly “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the people and all who dwell therein.”
Blessings and Curses

5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

The one on the throne announced the new order.  The old is gone.  The new has come.  “It is done,” reminds us of “It is finished.”  The new order of things has been fully realized.  Jesus speaks of himself here as the Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  He is the beginning and here he is the end.

The invitation to the thirsty is a rich Old Testament theme. We have it in Isaiah.  "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
  The water is the means by which the family prospers and our children do well.

The invitation to come and drink of the river of life is another of the Tabernacles themes which is reiterated here. 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
 

The Holy City

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 


The angels are finished with their role as deliverer of plagues.  Now they return to their more traditional role as messengers of God.  They allow John to see the bride of the Lamb.  We see that the bride is not the Church.  Rather, it is the Holy City, Jerusalem.  The twelve gates have the names of the twelve tribes of Israel while the foundations are the names of the apostles. It is a place for both eras of time, the Old and the New.


It is significant that the foundations have the names of the twelve apostles.  We know that the Church is built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets.  There is a good bit of confusion today over the apostles and prophets which this passage helps clarify.  We know from the writings of the Church Fathers that the “Prophets” were the ancient prophets of the Old Testament, not those who prophesied in the New Testament.

…no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God” (even of Him from whom, as we have shown above, we were aliens, and placed far off), “built upon the foundation of the apostles”--(the apostle added), “and the prophets;” these words, however, the heretic erased, forgetting that the Lord had set in His Church not only apostles, but prophets also.  He feared, no doubt, that our building was to stand in Christ upon the foundation of the ancient prophets, since the apostle himself never fails to build us up everywhere with (the words of) the prophets.

          Peter told of “the prophets who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
  Peter saw the prophets as being the Old Testament prophets.  These prophets had their hearts turned toward the future reality as they served God. Peter refers to the prophets just as Paul did.  When the apostles mention the prophets, they mean the Old Testament, not those who were then prophesying.  NT prophecy is not equal to an Old Testament prophet since there are quite different standards of judgement.  When modern people claim authority in the Church because they are prophets they make several errors.  First, the statement in Ephesians that the church is built “on the foundation of the apostles and prophets” is a statement about time.  That is, the apostles and prophets were first in time as far as the church is concerned.  In no place is the issue of authority mentioned.  To conclude that such a statement gives authority over the church to apostles and prophets is a huge leap that is not warranted by the text.  Second, 1 Peter suggests, the prophets indicated are Old Testament prophets, not those who prophesy in the New Testament.  This is also shown by how the ancient writers, such as Tertullian, wrote about the prophets.
  They understood correctly that the foundation was laid long ago and is not in further need of being laid.  First you build the foundation, then you go on with the building.  To suggest that a “prophet” is necessary to every local church in order for that church to be properly founded is to misrepresent the nature of the church.  My experience is that when people present themselves as occupying an “office of prophet,” as opposed to a person who prophesies, they often have another agenda which is about their personal place of authority.


The Revelation passage gives to the twelve apostles a unique place.  Even though there were over twenty apostles mentioned in the New Testament, only twelve form the foundation of the church.  Only twelve are mentioned as forming the foundation of heaven.  Even among apostles, there are clearly orders of consequence.  As great as the Apostle Paul was, he did not claim universal authority over any and every church.  He said to the Corinthians, “I may not be an apostle to everyone, but I am to you.”
  He had founded the Corinthian church so he was their apostle.  Where others had laid the spiritual foundation, he was not their apostle.  I say this to point out the spurious claims that some make about themselves.  Since they have proclaimed themselves apostles, they should be granted certain privileges among the people of God.  I think they have one main privilege.  That is to go out and plant new churches.  Those who plant new churches in new places have full apostolic authority in those places.


One wonders why the twelve apostles are foundations and the twelve tribes are over the gates.  This is a similar picture to Judaism being the root and Christianity being the branches.  They are vitally connected and both are necessary.  We entered into this city of God by what was first revealed to the Jews.  In the end, however, what we are is built on the foundation of the apostles.  There is a priority system here that the Lord himself revealed.  “Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”
  At this end time that John is seeing, the twelve apostles will judge the twelve tribes.

The Dimensions and Features of the City

15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.16
The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia 
in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's measurement, which the angel was using. 18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 


I don’t know what to think of this description of the city other than to recognize that it is superlative at every level.  Its size is superlative.  Its beauty is otherworldly.  Everything about the place is beyond any human expectation.

The Glory and Honor of the City of Light

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

One of the most ancient symbols of God is that he is a light and a fire.  When God led Israel out of Egypt and they first became a nation, God appeared as a pillar of fire.
  As time went by, the Feast of Tabernacles came to represent the giving of the law on Mount Sinai and the presence of God among them as fire. We know that the dedication of Solomon's Temple and the descent of the Shechinah took place at this feast.
  In Tabernacles, the emphasis on fire and light became significant features.  In the time of Jesus, Tabernacles was celebrated as follows:


"At the close of the first day of the feast the worshippers descended to the Court of the Women, where great preparations had been made.  Four golden candelabras were there, each with four golden bowls, and against them rested four ladders; and four youths of priestly descent held, each a pitcher of oil, capable of holding one hundred and twenty log, (about 12 gallons) from which they filled each bowl.  The old, worn breeches and girdles of the priests served for wicks to these lamps.  There was not a court in Jerusalem that was not lit up by the light of 'the house of water-pouring'."


"It seems clear that this illumination of the Temple was regarded as forming part of, and having the same symbolical meaning as 'the pouring out of water.'  The light shining out of the Temple into the darkness around, and lighting up every court in Jerusalem, must have been intended as a symbol not only of the Shechinah which once filled the temple, but of that 'great light' which the 'people that walked in darkness' were to see, and which was to shine upon them that dwell in the land of the shadow of death....It seems most probable that Jesus had referred to this ceremony in the words spoken by Him in the Temple at that very Feast of Tabernacles: 'I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life" (John 8:12)"


The New Jerusalem reminds us of the pillar of fire leading the Israelis as they went from Egypt to the Promised Land.  The pattern is strikingly similar, yet it has progressed.   The wilderness is replaced by a glorious city. The tabernacle and temple are replaced by God himself.  The pillar of fire gives way to the Glory of God and the Lamb.  The traveling Israelis led by Moses give way to the nations who now walk in its light.  


The people themselves who inhabit this city are not the stumbling Israelis.  Nothing impure will enter this city.  The inhabitants are the Christians of the New Testament, the righteous of the law, and the righteous prior to the law.  All of these now comprise the people of God and the inhabitants of the Holy City.  All of these are said to inhabit the city of God.
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